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It Is ImpossIble to turn on the  

news right now without taking a deep breath and 

preparing for the worst. We are inundated with 

heartbreaking stories of the long term unemployed, cuts 

to social services, families struggling to support loved 

ones, and, not least of all, people losing their homes. 

these stories and statistics can often be far worse for 
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communities of color. In new York City, 
African-Americans and latinos are 
165% more likely to be behind on their 
mortgages than homeowners as a whole. 
Inequalities in lending practices and 

foreclo-

sure 
proceedings 

have escalated the already widening gap 
in homeownership between white fami-
lies and families of color, and left many 
people facing very difficult times.

  “The current wave of high-cost 

mortgages within our communities 
have created a sense of anxiety among 
homeowners and their associated family 
members. obviously, for those who are 
in the midst of the foreclosure process 
this creates the anxiety of not knowing 
day to day whether or not your home 
and your finances will be secure. In the 

longer term, this creates an alien-
ation from the financial market-

place that much of the rest 
of the country relies upon. 

many are reluctant to 
seek any further credit 

due to the exploita-
tion they believe 

they experienced 
during the crisis” 
explains David 

bryan, Direc-
tor of brooklyn 

A’s Anti-predatory 
lending/Foreclosure 

Defense project, which, 
starting in 2012, will 

collaborate with bedford 
stuyvesant Community legal 

services (bsCls) to maximize 
outreach and intake to provide legal 

services to more homeowners in crisis 
(the project). brooklyn A was awarded 
a huD Fair housing Initiatives pro-
gram grant under its mortgage rescue 
component to support this work. 

homeowners in the neighbor-
hoods of bushwick, east new York, 
Cypress hills, oceanhill-brownsville, 

east Flatbush, Flatlands, Canarsie, and 
bedford-stuyvesant (consisting primar-
ily of communities of color) are more 
likely than other borrowers to have 
subprime mortgages, and may now face 
foreclosure. All of these neighborhoods 
are core service areas of brooklyn A and 
bsCls; brooklyn A’s east brooklyn of-
fice is located directly in the middle of 
the district that has the highest foreclo-
sure rate in new York state. [1]

The areas served by brooklyn A and 
bsCls fall within the federal govern-
ment’s identified mortgage foreclosure 
“hot zone” and the project has been es-
tablished to address some of these con-
cerns. “my clients feel that their future is 
uncertain. As is the case in most of the 
country their employment is insecure. 

many of my clients are civil servants 
who are losing their jobs in the midst of 
the government’s fiscal austerity. many 
are elderly or disabled persons who  
believe that the pattern of refinanc-
ing your home when the payments got  
to be too high would go on forever”,  
bryan explains. 

Data analyzed by new York Com-
munities for Change shows that African 
Americans and latinos make up 32% of 
homeowners in new York City, but ac-
counted for 56% of the December 2009 
to December 2010 pre-foreclosure no-
tices issued; making them 175% more 
likely than the general population of 
homeowners to be in foreclosure [2]. In 
2009, brooklyn had the second highest 
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expand the rights of borrowers and seek the 
shouldering of responsibility all the way up 
the line from corrupt sellers, lenders, lawyers, 
appraisers, and title companies.
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number of foreclosure filings (7,108) as 
reported in the march 2011 “Foreclo-
sures in new York City” report released 
by the new York state Comptrollers 
office. half of the ten highest neigh-
borhoods with foreclosure filings were 
in brooklyn. number one on the list is 
east new York/starrett City 1,139; #5 
Carnarsie/Flatlands 908; #6 browns-
ville/ocean hill 739; #8 east Flastbush 
383; #9 bedford-stuyvesant 780[3]; 
all of these communities are served by 
brooklyn A and bsCls.

brooklyn A currently has almost 
100 open cases under the project and 
will do intake and assist additional cli-
ents during the project year. The proj-
ect is employing a legal strategy called 
“Default Judgment Avoidance Initiative” 
which focuses on cases that embody 
certain issues that will have a broader 
impact on public consciousness, policy, 
and judicial precedent (known as ‘im-
pact litigation’). The strategy will hope-
fully expand the rights of borrowers 
and seek the shouldering of responsibil-
ity all the way up the line from corrupt 
sellers, lenders, lawyers, appraisers, and 
title companies. “examples of the type 
of cases that we have involved ourselves 
with in the past are those in which the 
client was induced to believe that they 
were receiving a secured loan when in 

fact they were actually en-
gaging in a sale of their 
home that was concealed 
from them. We have pre-
vailed in several of these 
cases in the past, however, 
our own unstable funding 
has challenged our ability 
to take more of these type 
of complex cases on” bryan 
explained.  Currently, the 
project is identifying ma-
jor wholesale purchasers of 

sub-prime mortgages who often claim 
no responsibility for the fraudulent na-
ture of the transactions or the people 
they affect. The project is also hoping 
that Default Judgment Avoidance can 
emphasize the racial targeting and other 
such violations of civil rights that took 
place in this most recent mortgage cri-
sis, demonstrating once again practices 
which have prevailed for decades in our 
society. The use of impact litigation will 
be particularly key in pointing out these 
flagrant and unjust methods of targeting 
people of color and the underserved in 
our society. 

As with everything we do at brook-
lyn A, one of the most important facets 
of the project is community outreach. 
part of what allows predatory lending 
to continue to exist, and what allowed 
it to gain such robust health in the 
years preceding the crash, is misinfor-
mation or lack of any information to 
begin with; educating the community 
on the options that are open to them 
as homeowners in crisis, as victims of 
predatory lending, or as potential home 
buyers is a cornerstone of the project’s 
mission. our staff attorneys will deter-
mine which cases are poised for trial and 
which homeowners are in need of loan 
modifications. Although a focus of the 
project is to make large waves with the 

cases we try, our objective is also to keep 
people in their homes and maintain the 
strength of the communities we serve; 
loan modifications will be key in obtain-
ing those objectives. Knowledge is the 
best defense against the greed and igno-
rance of predatory lending that people 
of color and/or underserved communi-
ties possess. 

brooklyn A has a wide network of 
partners consisting of pro-bono law-
yers, supportive law firms, and com-
munity organizations who have signed 
on to help us spread awareness and 
help people out of crisis. This network 
of organizations and volunteers will be 
instrumental in assisting us to aid these 
families get the most equity out of their 
homes as possible and avoid homeless-
ness at all costs.

- - -
[1]  office of the state Comptroller. “Fore-
closures in new York City”. report 13-2011, 
march, 2011 new York state Comptroller

[2]  Foreclosure Crisis: Disproportionate Impact 
on African-American and Latino Households 
and Neighborhoods. new York Communities 
for Change. Issued January 2011 

[3] office of the state Comptroller. “Fore-
closures in new York City”. report 13-2011, 
march, 2011 new York state Comptroller
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brooklyn legal service Corporation A’s Annual 

partnership Awards benefit, held at the new York 

marriott brooklyn bridge on november 17th, 2011, was 

nothing short of an amazing success. the event fell on a 

momentous date for the city, the legal services community, 

and the country at large. As we all congregated around 

buffet tables and shared in honoring sargent shriver, 

Dan nissenbaum, and harvey lawrence, occupy Wall 

street was protesting it’s eviction from Zuccoti park 

with huge rallies all over the city. In addition to the mass 

assembling in the streets of manhattan, earlier that week 

the legal services community nationally had been dealt 

the blow of a 14.8% budget cut in our federal funding; a 

staggering number by any measure but, especially for 
citizens of new York City, whose legal services program is among the largest in the 
country. so it was with this backdrop that we all joined together with elected officials, 
leading lawyers, corporate and banking figures, staff, community members, and fam-
ily to shed some light on current events and make sense of the road that lies ahead. 

The event began as guests settled into their seats with opening remarks from our 
long time friend, roma torre of nY1 who served as mistress of Ceremonies. roma 
expressed gratitude for the dedication and sacrifice of the legal services community; 
she referred to our Annual benefit as ‘part of the fabric of brooklyn’. 

The convocation was then given by sister Kathy maire, executive Director of 
bushwick housing Independence project, with a reading from Isaiah. The convoca-
tion gave way to commentary and welcome remarks from marty needelman, brook-
lyn A’s project Director & Chief Counsel, paul Acinapura, brooklyn A’s General 

2011 Annual 
Partnership Awards 
Benefit

By Katherine Eustis

Counsel and Jim Windels, of Davis polk 
and Wardwell and brooklyn A’s board 
Chair. The three remarked on the “chal-
lenging and troubled times, troubles 
that tell us who we are and who we have 
become...who we are as a people and a 
culture.”

James J. sandman, president, of 
the national legal services Corpora-
tion, this year’s Guest speaker, spoke of  
the inspiration he derives from the work 
done in the legal services community. 
he pointed to the work of new York 
state’s Chief Judge Jonathan lippman, 
who has fought to preserve and expand 
civil legal services throughout the state. 
Quoting Judge lippman’s stance that “...
inadequate legal access is a bipartisan is-
sue...” and praising his work on talking 
to the business community and holding 
public hearings around the state to pre-
serve and expand the right to legal aid, 
finally declaring in referring to Judge 
lippman, “I wish I could clone him,” mr. 
sandman described the challenges to his 
own work on Capital hill—striving to 
keep Congress from slashing legal ser-
vices budgets even further while facing 
such misconceptions, “Federal funding 
of civil legal services is a luxury.” he 
concluded his rousing call to arms with 
the statement, “Ignorance is the enemy,” 
concluding that “...Access to justice is 
not like every other issue on the budget 
table…you will not have a nation worth 
defending if you do not have a strong 
justice system.” to a standing ovation 
and several loud choruses of ‘Amen’ Jim 
ended with a quotation, “thou shalt not 
ration justice.” 

After that much needed spirit lift-
ing speech, we began the honoree 
presentations, first to the late sargent 
shriver, founder of the national legal 
services program as part of the “War 
on poverty; one of whose sons, mark 
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Thank you 
to our 2011 Benefit Supporters:

	A	special	thank	you	to	
Kelley	Drye	&	Warren	LLP	

for	their	continued	support	of	Brooklyn	A!

Event	Sponsors
	

underwriter $25,000+ 
Davis	Polk	&	Wardwell	LLP

Skadden,	Arps,	Slate,	Meagher	&	Flom	LLP	&	Affiliates
	

partner $15,000+
Debevoise	&	Plimpton	LLP
Kelley	Drye	&	Warren	LLP

Associate $10,000+
DIME

Patron $5,000+
Con	Edison

Kramer,	Dillof,	Livingston	&	Moore
Low	Income	Investment	Fund
M&T	Charitable	Foundation

Patterson	Belknap	Webb	&	Tyler	LLP
Urban	Investment	Group,	Goldman	Sachs

James	H.	R.	Windels

advocate $3,500+
Brownsville	Multi-Service	Family	Health	Center

Bettina	and	Kenneth	Plevan	
Proskauer	Rose	LLP

McKenna	Long	&	Aldridge	LLP

friend $1,250+
Curtis,	Mallet-Prevost,	Colt	&	Mosle	LLP

Robert	L.	Begleiter
Forsyth	Street	Advisors,	LLC

Valarie	Hing
Thomas	McC.	Souther

Michael	Young	and	Debra	Raskin

nonprofit Partner $500+
Asian	Americans	for	Equality

Bedford	Stuyvesant	Family	Health	Center
Cypress	Hills	Local	Development	Corporation

Opportunity	Finance	Network
Urban	Health	Plan,	Inc.

event contributors

shriver was in attendance to accept the 
award on behalf of the shriver family. 
The commemorative video brooklyn A 
had prepared for the evening featured 
former president bill Clinton’s eulogy 
and clips of sarge throughout his long 

and distinguished career, along with pic-
tures and video of his beautiful family. 
bill Josephson, close friend of brook-
lyn A and sargent shriver, discussed 
shriver’s commitment to legal services 
and brooklyn A, and how moved sarge 
was when brooklyn A’s headquarters 
building was named after him. he read 
a moving excerpt from mark shriver’s 

eulogy at sarge’s funeral and reminded 
us all what an amazing man we were cel-
ebrating. mark shriver began his words 
with a humorous anecdote about his sib-
lings and described the important work 
each one does in furthering their father’s 

legacy. mark noted 
that his father 
had been, “...fond-
est of head start 
but proudest of 
legal services...” 
because it was, “…
giving money out 
to sue your boss.” 
mark outlined 
his father’s stance 
that “trying to ex-
tend justice into a 
poor person’s life, 
attacks the struc-
tures of destitu-
tion.” noting it as 
“...a war on pov-
erty and a war on 
luxury.”

The next 
honoree to step 
up to the podium 
was this year’s Cor-
porate honoree, 
Dan nissenbaum, 
a long time friend 
of brooklyn A and 
major supporter of 
non-profit groups. 
Dan leads Gold-

man sachs urban Investment Group. 
Dan professed his discomfort with the 
notion of being formally ‘honored’ and 
wishing not to have to follow the rous-
ing speeches of sandman and shriver he 
had sent harvey lawrence (this year’s 
Community honoree) a text message 
that he would happily trade slots with 
him in the program. Dan explained that 

Anonymous

Tanisha	Abernathy

Fern	Berenberg	

Vicki	Breitbart

Yanira	Castro

Linda	R.	Chait	Wolfe

Cheryl	Courtney

Committee	to	Re-Elect		
Nydia	M.	Velazquez

Elizabeth	Cribbs

Lauren	Dietlin

Eli	Elias

Edward	Ezrick

Goldberg	&	Cohn	LLP

Harold	Green

Louis	M.	Hancock

Joshua	Hoffman

Vreni	Hommes	

William	Josephson

Steven	Koppel

Frances	Lucerna

Frank	Macchiarola

Maureen	McCarthy

Eileen	Matthews

Richard	and	Ronay	Menschel

Morris	Kirschner	Perpetual	
Charitable	Trust

Netzer/Seidman	Family	Fund

ParCare	Health	&		
Medical	Center

Primary	Care	Development	
Corporation

Carol	Parry	and	John	Fox

Sydelle	Postman

The	Ramón-Løkås	Family

The	Refinery	LLC

The	Rose,	Belkin,	Rosen,		
and	Garcia	Family

Jeffrey	M.	Rubin,	Esq.	

H.	Richard	Schumacher

Frederick	A.	O.	Schwarz,	Jr.

Fanklin	Siegel

Moses	Silverman

Betty	Staton

Sandy	Thomas

Terri	Thomson

Laura	P.	Vogel
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despite his personal reluctance to being 
individually honored, through his par-
ticipation in the brooklyn A Communi-
ty tour, prior to the event,  he had met a 
group of tenants who had struggled for 
years side by side with brooklyn A and 
community organizers from los sures, 
forcing their landlord to make criti-
cally needed repairs. This had enabled 
Dan to see with his own eyes the unity 
and strength of the tenants, the much 
improved state of the building and the 
unique and close relationship they have 
with their attorneys. In his remarks, 
nissenbaum took the opportunity to 
praise brooklyn A and its achievements. 
he went on to say he could think of no 
greater compliment than to quote a cli-
ent of brooklyn A who explained suc-
cinctly “brooklyn A has sustained and 
nourished me.” Dan talked about his 
family life and the sacrifices his wife and 
daughters make as well as the inspira-
tion derived from a family who are heav-
ily involved in the non-profit sector and 
community service. talking about his 
own work he noted, “I have been hum-
bled and empowered by all of my non-
profit friends.”

harvey lawrence, Community 
honoree and recipient of this year’s De-
nis berger memorial Award, took the 
stage to many cheers after the video pre-
sentation about him. The cheers were 
well deserved since harvey and his orga-
nization, the brownsville multi-service 
Family health Center (bms), are much 
loved pillars of the community they 
serve. he spoke of his employees and 
coworkers and how they recently set out 
to create a school in their neighborhood 
and how they got the courage to take on 
such a daunting task based upon their 
success in the past and present in build-
ing community health centers. he spoke 
of the value of working in the non-profit 

world and bms’ commitment to com-
munity empowerment and the delivery 
of holistic health care to its community, 
giving us all a glimpse into what a meet-
ing at bms is like. he also spoke of his 
family and their commitment to one an-
other, how not having much money but 
having a lot of love as a child prepared 
him for the future. he also talked about 
his long term friendship with paul Aci-
napura and marty needelman and the 
ways both, brooklyn A and bms have 
developed together and in support of 
one another. harvey left the stage to ap-
plause from all corners of the room. 

After brief remarks from raun ras-
mussen, executive Director, legal ser-
vices nYC, the night ended with closing 
words from roma torre and gave way 
to celebration, music and dancing with 
the great bobby sanabria band, with 
the renowned Cuban percussionist, 
Candido Camero. As guests got up to 
dance, or have another drink or nibble, 
or greet the honorees, it was apparent 
how lucky we all were to have a moment 
to pause and think about the work le-
gal brooklyn A does and the commu-
nity organizations, clients, law firms, 
corporations, and banks with whom we 
partner. to celebrate the heroes of the 
legal and non for profit communities felt 
like a privilege in an otherwise dark and 
challenging time. The evening was truly 
inspiring and a great cause for hope.

Katherine Eustis, 
Development 
Intern

continued from page 5
Awards	Benefit
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page 6:	1.	Harvey	Lawrence	and	Paul	Acinapura	2.	Sister	Kathy	Maire	3.	Raun	
Rasmussen.	4.	Harvey	Lawrence	giving	his	remarks	5.	Jim	Windels	6.	William	
Josephson	7.	from left to right:	Marty	Needelman,	Harvey	Lawrence,	Paul	Acinapura,	
and	Jim	Windels

page 7:		1.	Mark	Shriver	and	Marty	Needelman	2.	Roma	Torre,	William	Josephson,	
Robin	Friedman	3.	from left to right:	Jim	Sandman,	Mark	Shriver,	Marty	Needelman,	
and	William	Josephson	4.	Jim	Sandman	and	William	Josephson	5.	from left to right:	
Paul	Acinapura,	Roma	Torre,	Harvey	Lawrence,	Jim	Sandman,	Marty	Needelman,	
Mark	Shriver,	and	Dan	Nissenbaum	6.	Mark	Shriver,	Paul	Acinapura,	Marty	Needelman	
7.	Harvey	Lawrence,	family	and	BMS	staff	8.	Jim	Sandman	and	Paul	Acinapura
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solar power, a long promoted antidote to the looming 

perfect storm of energy, environmental and economic 

crises, has been getting a drubbing in the press recently. 

since solyndra shuttered its doors in early september, 

many critics have asked whether the government should 

be “picking winners” through programs like low-interest 

loans to manufacturers of solar panels like solyndra, and 

whether solar energy will (ever) be a source of green jobs.
Whether they are manufactured by companies in the us, europe or China, solar 

panels will be a part of America’s future energy diet.  That is because the technology 
is a cost-effective and renewable energy source, capable of delivering direct savings to 
every household.

If every home in the us had a medium sized solar photovoltaic (solar pv) system 
on its roof, Americans could save over $140 billion annually in electricity costs.  And 
for each home powered by solar energy, the annual reduction in carbon emissions 
would be equal to taking 1.5 cars off the road per home.  bringing solar to millions 
of homes would mean a jobs boost too, especially to the companies distributing and 
installing solar equipment.

These panels are a viable and convenient option for homeowners around the 
country because they are capable of generating enough electricity to cover a home’s 
entire electricity needs.  They are also dependable; through a program called net me-
tering, available in most states, a home’s pv system hooks into the electricity grid and 
the owner gets a credit on his/her utility bill for the amount of electricity the system 

Jump Starting  
the Solar economy 
Means Bringing  
Solar to every Home, 
One neighborhood  
at a Time
By Daniel S. Hafetz, Esq.

generates.
so the real question is how we can 

make solar power a reality for millions 
of Americans.   Community purchasing 
of solar, an innovative approach that 
mobilizes whole neighborhoods to go 
solar and cuts homeowner’s costs in the 
process, could bring the needed spark.

Government has been offering in-
centives to purchase solar panels for 
years, but several barriers remain:  high 
upfront costs, consumer inertia and the 
sophistication required to navigate con-
voluted incentive programs.

In new York City, for example, 
interested homeowners who brave the 
tangle of regulations can cobble togeth-
er a patchwork of incentives that reduce 
the cost of a solar pv system by 67 per-
cent for an average size home. but that 
still leaves them facing nearly $11,000 
in upfront costs, and some savings, like 
tax credits or property tax abatements, 
don’t kick in for a number of years. Al-
though a homeowner could save $1,200 
a year in electricity costs, it would take 
almost a decade before the initial invest-
ment is recouped through savings.

$11,000 in capital costs may sound 
like too much for middle class home-
owners making it perhaps an insur-
mountable obstacle for lower income 
homeowners. of low- and moderate-
income households nationally, about 51 
percent are homeowners.   many come 
from communities like those I serve.   
As a lawyer for brooklyn legal services 
Corporation A, I represent nonprofit 
organizations—community develop-
ers, builders and operators of affordable 
housing, schools, and day care centers—
all of whom can attest to the fact that 
the people most in need of savings on 
their electricity bills are those who can 
least afford to pay for a money saver like 
solar power.

8  Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A



many homeowners also lack the fi-
nancial savvy to know how to combine 
these incentives: there is no streamlined 
process that coordinates the federal and 
state tax credits, state rebates, and city 
property tax abatement and exemptions.  
most people don’t even know of these 
incentives or see the value they offer in 
the first place.

but there is a local, neighborhood 
way to overcome both these obstacles. 
Community purchasing of solar or 

“community solar” functions a lot like 
the social media company Groupon. 
An intermediary or “aggregating” or-
ganization does community outreach, 
marketing and education to attract in-
terested homeowners.   The aggregator 
then negotiates with companies that sell 
and install the panels on behalf of the 
homeowners, using the power of collec-
tive bargaining to drive down the price.   
With a group discounted price, home-
owners then buy directly from the solar 
provider, who, in turn, pays the aggrega-
tor a fee for its services.

one block off the Grid (1boG), 
a for-profit pioneer of community so-
lar, boasts 15 percent additional savings 
through their group discount.   These 
savings translate approximately to an 
extra $5,000 in savings in upfront costs, 
which means it takes only half as long to 
recoup the initial system cost as it does 
without a group discount.

Although community solar doesn’t 
wipe out all of the upfront costs, it can 
be combined with other programs that 

do, such as power purchase agreements 
(ppAs), where solar providers install and 
own the solar system on your home, and 
then sell you electricity at a lower rate.   
Another innovative program is property 
Assessed Clean energy (pACe), a no-
interest loan program paid back as an 
add-on to property taxes. (pACe, how-
ever, is on hold in the residential mar-
ket due to opposition from Fannie mae 
and Freddie mac.) pACe and ppAs are 
good tools for reducing upfront costs, 

but without commu-
nity solar’s market-
ing, education and 
assistance, they don’t 
help homeowners 
overcome the tech-
nical barriers or in-
ertia.

Government support of commu-
nity solar can also be a catalyst in a na-
tional movement to solar.   In portland, 
oregon, for example, with the help of 
city government and a federal grant, a 
non-profit community solar initiative 
called solarize portland installed so-
lar on 120 homes in its first 6 months, 
which is more than three times the 
number installations in the whole city 
the previous year.  With similar partner-
ships around the country, there could be 
a tidal increase in solar installations.

by using non-profits aggregators 
like those in portland—organizations 
with extensive outreach and education 
experience—community solar can also 
help capture additional community 
benefits, especially in the area of jobs.   
northeast Coalition of neighbors, 
a solarize portland campaign, made 
training local workers a part of the bar-
gain with the solar installer it used.   In 
the neighborhood of east new York, 
brooklyn, where I work and where un-
employment was 19% in 2009—almost 

double that of the new York City aver-
age—local workers are starved for these 
kind of training and job opportunities.

unlocking the potential of solar 
power can deliver on the promise of ad-
dressing the overlapping problems of 
jobs, energy costs and environmental 
impact.   Community solar companies 
can help lead the way, one neighborhood 
at a time.

Daniel S. Hafetz, Esq. is a Skadden 
Fellow, and Staff Attorney of  
the Community and Economic 
Development Unit

Dan’s article was published on Triple Pun-
dit, www.triplepundit.com; an innovative 
new-media company for the business com-
munity that cultivates awareness and un-
derstanding of the triple bottom line. Ac-
cording to the Sustainability Dictionary, 
The Triple Bottom Line is an addition of 
social and environmental values to the tra-
ditional economic measures of a corpora-
tion or organization’s success. Triple Bot-
tom Line accounting attempts to describe 
the social and environmental impact of an 
organization’s activities, in a measurable 
way, to its economic performance in order 
to show improvement or to make evalua-
tion more in-depth.

Unlocking the potential of solar 
power can deliver on the promise of addressing 
the overlapping problems of jobs, energy costs 
and environmental impact.
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trAGeDY struCK the broWnsvIlle 

brooklyn community in late october 2011, when 

Zurana horton was gunned down at the intersection 

of pitkin Avenue and Watkins street as she picked up 

her children from p.s. 298, where students had been 

dismissed just thirteen minutes earlier. ms. horton 

died a heroine, hovering over a group of children and 

shielding them from the bullets raining down from the 

roof of the adjacent building. the loss of ms. horton is 

felt deeply by us here at brooklyn A, not only due to 

the shocking and altogether devastating nature of this 

crime in one of the key communities that we serve, but 

because ms. horton and her family were our clients. 
ms. horton, mother of 13, came to brooklyn A on the brink of eviction 

from her dilapidated new York City housing Authority (“nYChA”) apart-
ment. the apartment was so run-down that the Administration for Children’s 
services (ACs) had taken the unusual step of moving her and the children out of 
it into a shelter in the bronx. “this was unusual because ACs does not normally 
force a mother and her 8 children to move from their four bedroom apartment 
near their family and schools to a shelter in the bronx” explains former brooklyn 
A deferred associate, natasha Daughtrey, who met ms. horton on natasha’s 
first day at brooklyn A. ms. horton was facing eviction because public assis-
tance had stopped sending rent checks to nYChA, the very same landlord who 
was refusing to do necessary repairs on the uninhabitable apartment. the odds 
seemed stacked against ms. horton and natasha had her work cut out for her 

in 
Memoriam
of a
Brave Mother
By Katherine Eustis and Natasha Daughtrey

on her very first day in the brooklyn 
A housing unit. 

 “I spent a lot of time working 
on ms. horton’s case,” explains ms. 
Daughtrey, who greatly admired ms. 
horton’s determination,

“the thing that struck me most 
about her was that she had such lim-
ited resources at her disposal and 
still fought like hell for her kids. I 
can’t imagine what it is like to have 
so many children depending on you 
and having such an uphill battle to 
get simple things done, like having 
public assistance actually send your 
rent check when you’ve done every-
thing you are supposed to do. or try-
ing to convince the nYChA bureau-
cracy that your children can’t live in a 
dangerously dilapidated apartment. I 
just admire ms. horton for sticking 
with it, despite all her challenges.”

ms. horton did not live to see the 
resolution of her case with nYChA. 
ms. horton and ms. Daughtrey man-
aged to solve some of the bigger prob-
lems facing the family such as getting 
the benefit checks back on track, paying 
nYChA, and getting nYChA to fix 
some of the most pressing repairs in the 
apartment. however, nYChA failed 
to fully comply with the Court ordered 
stipulation to do repairs and so further 
action had to be taken. “We had to 
bring an affirmative suit called an hp 
action where you sue the landlord seek-
ing a Court order specifically directing 
the landlord to do the repairs. We set-
tled that case by a Court ordered stipu-
lation that they would complete the 
repairs,” explains ms. Daughtrey. sadly, 
the outcome of the case is no longer rel-
evant to ms. horton and her family but 
the legal struggle they faced is similar 
to the struggles faced by thousands of 
low-income families throughout new 
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York City. 
In moments like this it is hard to 

feel hopeful about anything, yet we 
can feel inspired by ms. horton’s sac-
rifices in her life and in her death. ms. 
Daughtrey and ms. horton shared for 
a brief time a mutual struggle to make 
life a little more livable for the horton 
children; based upon her experience 
with ms. horton as well as her overall 
time spent in the housing unit, ms. 
Daughtrey has this to say: 

“What I gathered from this whole 
experience is that there are deep, re-
sounding problems in our society  
regarding inequality, particularly in-
come inequality. While doing housing 
litigation is an integral part of resolving 
the issue, the bigger problem is basic in-
come inequality. . . .We have to continue 
working together to raise all people up 
out of poverty and out of violence.”

Natasha 
Daughtery, Esq. 
Goodwin Proctor 
LLP is a former 
Brooklyn A 
Defered Associate       

Katherine Eustis, 
Development 
Intern
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 Starting January 2012,	the	
Williamsburg	store	front	office	of	256	
Broadway	will	be	closed.	All	of	Brooklyn	
A’s	Williamsburg	staff	will	be	returning	to	
Brooklyn	A’s	headquarters	building	next	
door,	The	Shriver	Tyler,	MacCrate	Center	
for	Justice	on	the	2nd	and	3rd	floors	of	
260	Broadway.

Julia Kohen,	an	associate	at	the	firm	of	
Simpson	Thacher	&	Bartlett	LLP,	joined	
the	CED	Unit	in	East	Brooklyn	as	our	next	
full-time	Simpson	extern.

						Julia	has	been	a	Corporate	Associate	
at	Simpson	since	2007	and	is	currently		
a	member	of	the	Banking	&	Finance	
Group.		Julia	was	in	a	CED	clinic	in		
law	school	and	has	been	involved	
in	various	pro	bono	projects	at	the	
firm,	including	its	Election	Protection	
efforts,	two	pro	bono	divorce	cases,	
representation	of	a	Tibetan	nun	in	
her	asylum	application,	and	the	tax	
exempt	application	of	a	not-for-profit	
organization	seeking	501(c)(3)	tax	exempt	
status.	Welcome	Julia!

Highlights from the 2012 
Honoree Community Tour; 
held	October	18th,	2011

BROOkLYn A UPdATeS

honoree community tour:	1.	Marty	Needelman	describing	
Brooklyn	A’s	service	area	to	Dan	Nissenbaum	and	other	
tour	attendees	2.	Dan	Nissenbaum	and	Harvey	Lawrence	
share	a	few	laughs	during	the	visit	to	BMS.	3.	David	Lopez	of	
Los	Sures,	sharing	a	tenant	story	to	Dan	Nissenbaum.	Also	
attending	this	year’s	tour;	Steve	Flax,	M&T	Bank	(far	right).	

1. 2.

3.
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