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greetings  
from tHe  

ProJect  
director  

and general 
counsel

dear friends of Brooklyn a,

we are thrilled that you have come tonight to help us to recognize the honorees at of this year’s Benefit and to celebrate 44 
years of Brooklyn legal services corporation a. Your presence demonstrates your commitment to the work that we do at Brook-
lyn a, and we are ever so grateful for your support throughout the years. in the fall of each year, we use the Benefit as a moment to 
pause and recognize those who champion the right to high-quality and accessible legal services for people in need and those who 
support the partnerships and networks among the wonderful community-based organizations in our neighborhoods with whom 
we work. This work continues to develop opportunities across a wide range of fields, and contributes to the creation of a cleaner, 
safer, and more habitable environment for our communities and our neighbors. we would like to extend a tremendous thank you 
to all of you whose support makes this work possible.

it is our tradition to honor outstanding individuals from the legal and corporate worlds and from our communities who 
have inspired us with their actions and who have contributed toward the empowerment of those communities and equal access to 
justice. we honor those persons who keep the spirit of justice and equality alive, and whose values align with those at the core of 
our mission.

This year we are introducing our first annual Judge Harold r. tyler award, in memory of a dear friend and advocate on behalf 
of Brooklyn a and for equal access to justice for all. Judge tyler led a distinguished career during which he dedicated many years 
to the twin goals of civil rights and social justice. after having headed the Justice department’s civil rights division in 1960, he 
served as a co-chairman of the lawyers committee for civil rights under law. later, Judge tyler was appointed by President 
kennedy to a federal Judgeship in the southern district of new York. in 1977, Judge tyler then gave up that Judgeship to serve as 
deputy us attorney general. subsequently he returned to Patterson Belknap & webb which became Patterson Belknap webb & 
tyler when he joined the firm. 

tonight we present william f. cavanaugh, Jr. with the first annual Judge Harold r. tyler award. Bill is co-chair at Patterson 
Belknap where he has continued Judge tyler’s legacy with a commitment to public service, himself temporarily leaving the firm to 
serve as deputy assistant attorney general of the united states for civil enforcement in the antitrust division of the department 
of Justice at a critical moment in its work. He has also demonstrated a deep commitment to pro bono work, personally and for the 
firm, most recently heading a team of lawyers working with the southern Poverty law center. we honor him not only for his excel-
lent and widely-recognized skills as a lawyer, but also for his and the firm’s contributions toward making justice available to all.

mariadele Priest, vice President, community development Banking at capital one, is this year’s corporate Honoree and 
recipient of the denis Berger award in recognition of her outstanding work as a coalition builder and community advocate. in 
her current position, she works in partnership with several community development corporations assisting them in utilizing the 
financial tools available through the bank in order to provide for construction financing for local affordable housing projects. Her 
work, however, extends far beyond affordable housing and includes other holistic approaches for community betterment, reflective 
of her decades of experience with nonprofit community organizations. recent examples include educational centers for children 
and adults and the cultivation of financial literacy for adults. we are truly lucky to count her among the members of Brooklyn a’s 
advisory committee, and have chosen to honor mariadele for her constant work on behalf of a philosophy that values the work of 
community based organizations and supports partnerships between neighborhood organizations.

council member diana reyna is this year’s community honoree and recipient of our sargent shriver award. since 2002, 
council member reyna has served in the new York city council representing the 34th district, including willamsburg, 
Bushwick, and ridgewood. Throughout this time, she has been a dear friend of Brooklyn a and a passionate advocate for her com-
munity, particularly in the realm of affordable housing. Her commitment to these communities is apparent both in her professional 
life, bringing the needs of these neighborhoods to a legislative level, and in her personal life, as she is often included among those 
with a megaphone at neighborhood rallies and demonstrations. council member reyna has committed herself to working for the 
needs of the indigent, minority, and working class populations in our communities, and we are so happy to honor her tonight and 
recognize all that she has accomplished.

This year, more than ever, Brooklyn a is proud to be the provider of legal services defined by our presence within the com-
munities that we serve. we look forward and are committed to continuing that role, embodied for over forty-four years, by serving 
our clients most effectively by situating ourselves in and serving as part of the fabric of our neighborhoods. we have been steadfast 
in this commitment, most recently by resisting pressures for relocation and centralization, and look forward to moving forward 
adhering to our original vision as a community-based legal services entity. we are confident that this approach allows us to more 
effectively serve our clients, both the individuals and families as well as the community-based organizations that serve those resi-
dents, together defending residents’ rights and sustaining and developing our neighborhoods. 

as we move forward, supported by our community, corporate, and law firm partnerships, we look toward a better future for all 
with social and economic justice. Thank you all for standing with us and continuing to support our mission in building communi-
ties, ensuring opportunities, and achieving justice!

martin s. needelman & Paul J. acinapura
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event  
sPonsors

List as of  

November 19, 2012

underwriter		
$25,000+

capital one Bank

davis Polk & wardwell llP

Patterson Belknap webb & tyler, llP

skadden, arps, slate, meagher  
& flom, llP & affiliates

partner		
$15,000+

kelley drye & warren llP

patron		
$5,000+

deutsche Bank

kramer, dillof, livingston & moore

m&t charitable foundation

James H. r. windels

advocate		
$3,500+

con edison

friend		
$1,250+

anonymous

Bettina and kenneth Plevan

saul B. shapiro

michael Young and debra raskin

nonprofit	partner		
$500+

Bedford stuyvesant family Health center

cypress Hills local development corporation

event	contributors

Bamontes restaurant corp.

michael Benzi

cheryl courtney

federated tiles services

flushing Bank

louis Hancock

Henry lanier

monadnock construction

anne Pilsbury

The ramón-løkås family

deborah rand

The rose, Belkin, rosen, and garcia family

samuel w. and karen Patton seymour

franklin siegel

vytauta Burbulis charitable trust
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2011

sargent shriver 
(posthumously), special 
olympics international
dan nissenbaum, 
Urban investment 
Group of Goldman 
sachs bank
Harvey lawrence, 
brownsville  
multi-service family  
Health Center

2010

tommy moore and  
Judith livingston
Kramer, Dillof, 
Livingston and moore
steve flax
m&t bank
mildred tudy Johnston
Crispus attucks 
Community Counsel

2009	

John d. feerick
fordham University 
school of Law 
eileen auld
Citi 
father John Powis
bushwick Housing 
independence Project 

2008	

Bettina B. Plevan
Proskauer rose LLP 
vincent f. Palagiano
Dime Community 
bancshares, inc. 
luis garden acosta
el Puente 

2007	

Paul J. curran
Kaye scholer LLP 
Brendan J. dugan
sovereign bank 
maria contreras-collier
Cypress Hills Child Care 
Center

2006	

robert c. sheehan
skadden, arps, meagher  
& flom LLP & associates
terri Thomson
Citigroup inc. 
Barbara schliff
southside United 
HDfC (Los sures)

2005	

John callagy
Kelly Drye & Warren LLP 
Thomas early
Health Plus
dr. claude offord
brownsville multi-service 
family Health Center 

2004	

evan davis
Cleary Gottlieb steen &  
Hamilton LLP 
maureen Bateman
bank of america 
michael rochford
st. Nicholas Neighborhood 
Preservation Corp. 

2003	

James f. gill
bryan Cave LLP 
frederick w. Hill
J.P. morgan Chase  
& Co. 
Jeffrey e. dunston
Northeast brooklyn 
Housing Development 
Corp. 

2002	

Zachary w. carter
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
macdara lynch
Pfizer Global 
manufacturing 
sister Peggy walsh
southside Community 
mission 

2001	

Barbara Paul robinson
Debevoise & Plimpton 
LLP 
marilyn g. gelber
independence 
Community foundation 
maurice a. reid
brownsville multi-
service family Health 
Center 

2000	

frederick a. o. 
schwarz, Jr.
Cravath, swaine & 
moore LLP 
John m. imperiale 
J.P. morgan Chase & Co. 
david d. Pagan
southside United 
HDfC (Los sures) 

1999	

Patricia m. Hynes
milberg Weiss bershad 
Hynes  
& Lerach, LLP 
frances a. resheske
Con edison 
adbur rahman 
farrakhan
oceanhill-brownsville 
tenants association 

1998	

Barry H. garfinkel
skadden, arps, meagher  
& flom LLP & associates 
magda n. Yrizarry
bell atlantic 
John f. mulhern
Nuestros Ninos Child 
Development school 

1997	

conrad Harper
simpson Thacher & 
bartlett LLP 
michelle neugebauer
Cypress Hills Local  
Development Corporation 

1996	

Henry l. king
Davis Polk & Wardwell 
LLP 
angela m. Battaglia
ridgewood bushwick 
senior Citizens Council, 
inc. 

1995	

Harold t. tyler, Jr.
Patterson belknap Webb 
& tyler LLP 
Joseph k. francois
brownsville multi-
service family Health 
Center 

1993	

sargent shriver
special olympics 
international 
sally Hernandez-
Piñero
New York City Housing 
authority 
vito J. lopez
New York state 
assemblyman 
Philip a. wheeler
United auto Workers, 
region 9a 

1987*	

robert maccrate
sullivan & Cromwell 
LLP 
charles J. Hynes
New York state 
medicaid fraud 
Prosecutor 
david trager
brooklyn Law school 
sally Hernandez-
Pinero
Deputy borough 
President of manhattan 

* an additional event in 
1987 honored over 40 
community leaders. 

Benefit 
committee

Past
Honorees



brooklyn	legal	services	corporation	a		

6

william	f.	cavanaugh,	jr.
	judge	harold	r.	tyler	award

Honoree

Pro bono work has always been a priority 
for Bill.  Currently, he is heading up a 
group of firm lawyers working with the 
Southern Poverty Law Center, Southern 
Disability Law Center, and the Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law 

 Bill cavanaugh, co-chair of Patterson Belknap webb & tyler llP and the recipient 
of tonight’s inaugural Judge Harold tyler award, knows firsthand what Brooklyn a 
meant to Judge tyler.  working together in the litigation department at Patterson 
Belknap for more than 20 years, Bill saw the Judge’s enthusiasm for the organization and 
his ongoing commitment to it.  

“Judge tyler was committed to Brooklyn a because he understood from his time as 
a federal judge and with the Justice department the vital function that civil legal service 
organizations provide in communities throughout the united states,” Bill notes.  

Judge tyler first became involved with Brooklyn a in the mid-1980s.  from that 
time on, he remained a great champion of Brooklyn a and its important work it in local 
communities.  

Public service was always a priority to Judge tyler, as evidenced through the various 
posts he held throughout his career.  in 1960, President dwight d. eisenhower tapped 
Judge tyler to head the Justice department’s civil rights division as an assistant 
attorney general.  He led the division through the remainder of the eisenhower 
administration.  in 1962, President John f. kennedy nominated him to the united 
states district court for the southern district of new York on which he served until 
1975, when he became a deputy attorney general in the ford administration.

Patterson Belknap was a natural fit for Judge tyler when he retired from the federal 
bench.  The firm has a long and storied history of public service, following the example 
of name partner robert P. Patterson, who served as a judge on the united states court 

of appeals and as assistant secretary of 
war during world war ii.  Throughout 
the firm’s history, many firm partners have 
devoted portions of their career to public 
service, holding a host of judicial posts and 
government positions including attorney 
general of the united states, commissioner 
of the securities and exchange commission, 
and united states secretary of the army.  

Bill has carried on this tradition, recently 
serving as deputy assistant attorney 

general of the united states for civil enforcement in the antitrust division of the department of 
Justice under President obama.  

in addition to serving in public office, Patterson Belknap lawyers are highly committed to pro bono 
work.  in 2011, as in each of the past eight years, 100% of firm attorneys participated in pro bono projects.  
The firm is regularly ranked among the nation’s leaders on The american lawyer’s annual Pro Bono survey.  
as Bill puts it, “every Patterson Belknap lawyer from our first year lawyers to our senior partners provide 
pro bono services to those in need because this work is an integral part of who we are as a law firm.”

The firm’s pro bono program has been honored many times in recognition of its dedication to serving 
those in need.  recently, mfY legal services, inc. honored the firm with its 2012 Partner in Justice 
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award.  in 2011, The legal aid society recognized a number of firm attorneys with its Pro Bono Publico 
awards for their outstanding service to The legal aid society and its clients, primarily in connection 
with a law reform litigation on behalf of children in foster care.   

Pro bono work has always been a priority for Bill.  currently, he is heading up a group of firm lawyers 
working with the southern Poverty law center, southern disability law center, and the lawyers’ 
committee for civil rights under law on a lawsuit against the louisiana state Board of education.  
The suit seeks to address problems in the state system that have led to violations of the rights of the 
students of new orleans - particularly those with disabilities - to have access to and receive the free and 
appropriate education to which they are entitled.

Bill recently began to supervise a group of firm lawyers working with the new York county lawyers’ 
association on a pilot pro bono project that provides counsel to women who seek to amend, seal, or 
expunge their reports from the new York state central register of child abuse and maltreatment 
(scr).  The threshold for inclusion on the scr is quite low and many listings result from an unfounded 
report by an abusive partner.  for many low-income women in particular, a listing on the scr can have a 
devastating effect on their ability to find employment or care for loved ones.    

Bill is a skilled trial attorney with extensive experience in both state and federal courts as well as in 
arbitration, and in a wide spectrum of subject matter areas ranging from antitrust to patent disputes.  
His clients include major pharmaceutical, medical device and financial services companies. 

Bill is a graduate of st. John’s university and st. John’s university school of law.  He is a fellow of 
the prestigious american college of trial lawyers and has been listed in The Best lawyers in america® 
for antitrust law and commercial litigation.  

Please join us in celebrating tonight’s first ever Judge Harold tyler award and the work of its 
recipient, Bill cavanaugh. 

Judge Harold  
R. Tyler Award
Judge Tyler was a prominent lawyer 

and a former Deputy Attorney General 

and federal judge, as well as a named 

partner at Patterson, Belknap, Webb 

& Tyler. For Judge Tyler, the practice of 

law was always about public service. 

He constantly devoted himself not 

just to private clients but also to any 

number of projects that benefited the 

world at large. He understood the 

vital function that civil legal service 

organizations provide in communities 

throughout the United States.

This year we honor William F. 

Cavanaugh, Jr. of Patterson Belknap 

Webb & Tyler in recognition of his and 

the firm’s dedication to continuing 

Judge Tyler’s strong commitment 

to equal access to pro bono service, 

diversity, and justice for all. 
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mariadele	priest
denis	berger	award

 The drive to confront society’s largest injustices has motivated mariadele Priest, this 
year’s corporate honoree and recipient of the denis Berger memorial award, for the vast 
majority of her professional life. as vice President, community development Banking 
at capital one, she feels “fortunate that [her current] position… allows [her] to work 
with some of the most effective cdcs (community development corporations) in new 
York.” Her work, in turn, allows her to apply the vast available tools of the Bank in order 
to spur community development at the neighborhood level. 

as a member of Brooklyn a’s advisory committee for over 7 years, we are honored 
to count mariadele as one of our partners and allies. we are thrilled to gather you all in 
celebration of her accomplishments as a community advocate, coalition builder, esteemed 
colleague, and conscientious citizen.

Her approach to addressing societal issues is a mixture of involvement in small-scale, 
community-based grassroots campaigns and interest in broad, big-picture ideas con-
cerning the role of government in society. it was her interest in the scale of government 
involvement in addressing social issues that led her to earn a master’s in Public Policy 
from the university of michigan. 

mariadele grew up in san antonio, texas, where she was inspired, in her own words, 
by, “Henry cisneros, who fought to create opportunities for low-income residents by in-
sisting that public services be delivered across the city, not just in wealthy neighborhoods.” 
after pursuing higher education, she married a new Yorker and moved to fort greene, 
Brooklyn, a neighborhood of which she has now been a resident for over 25 years.

she considers herself very lucky to have been able to raise her children in one of 
the most integrated neighborhoods in the city, where she and her family have established various roles 
within the community: “the tennis and soccer players, the dog people, and at one point the play ground 
gang.” as her children were growing up, she became heavily involved with educational advocacy, includ-
ing membership in the Pta, involvement with the principal selection process, and ultimately advocacy 
for a content-rich curriculum within the children’s school. as a result of these efforts, the local school 

which her oldest son attended, Ps 20, is now 
considered a core knowledge school. and, 
with the passage of time, her neighbors and 
local merchants comment on how much her 
children have changed since stroller days.

 she came to capital one after about 
25 years of working in both the government 
and non-profit sectors. she served on the 
board of directors for the Pratt area commu-

nity council (Pacc) for over twelve years. it was this experience, and working with deb Howard, execu-
tive director of Pacc, that she credits as “teaching [her] most of what [she] know[s] about affordable 
housing.” Throughout her time with the organization, she and Pacc worked to build supportive housing 
for people with aids, create homeownership opportunities for long-time neighborhood residents, build 
and maintain decent affordable rental housing for families, and organize communities to advocate for pub-

Honoree

Mariadele was inspired by, “Henry 
Cisneros, who fought to create 
opportunities for low-income residents 
by insisting that public services be 
delivered across the city, not just in 
wealthy neighborhoods.” 
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lic policies to prevent lead poisoning in rental units. 
Before joining capital one, mariadele also worked as executive director for neighbors Helping 

neighbors (nHn), an organization whose mission is to help low and moderate income Brooklyn resi-
dents to secure quality housing and build financial assets. during her time at nHn, she became active in 
the nY mortgage coalition, which aims to help low income families access reputable mortgage financ-
ing. she was interested in developing and advocating for “an anti-redlining strategy that facilitated access 
to affordable, sustainable mortgage financing.”

Her work in these various non-profits has demonstrated mariadele’s commitment to the goal of 
safe, affordable housing for all. she has utilized the skills gained in the non-profit sector in transition to 
her current work as vP, cra Housing development at capital one, which enables her to partner with 
several community organizations throughout Brooklyn and nationally. she is especially proud of her 
work with cypress Hills local development corporation (cypress Hills ldc), which she considers to 
be, “among the most robust sustained signature projects [they] have undertaken.” Her work with cypress 
Hills ldc included providing construction financing for affordable housing, glenmore grove and cy-
press Plaza mews, support for their housing counseling services and origination of affordable mortgages 
for neighborhood residents, training for home-based child care providers in the cypress Hills family 
day care network, and financial education to students in local schools as well as branch-based financial 
education seminars for adults in the community.

cypress Hills ldc is an organization which has worked for almost three decades to revitalize neighbor-
hoods through housing preservation, economic development, and educational and after-school programs for 
children and adults. it is also an organization with which Brooklyn a has worked closely since its inception, 
serves as its in-house counsel and represents in all of its community development projects. The recent financ-
ing and construction of the glenmore grove condominiums is a shining example of the work of cypress 
Hills ldc, as represented by Brooklyn a, and funded by capital one with the help of mariadele’s tireless 
efforts. The housing project was a benchmark for affordable housing, both giving opportunities to first-time 
homebuyers earning between 80-100% of the area median income, and serving as an example of affordable 
green housing, incorporating energy efficiency for more environmental sustainability and healthier residents.

recently, mariadele joined the board of directors of the fifth avenue committee (fac), an organization 
committed to advancing social and economic growth throughout south Brooklyn. she finds her volunteer 

work with fac to be both “challenging and rewarding,” adding that, “it is fascinating 
and inspiring to see how michelle de la uz [the executive director] and her staff run a 
cdc [and] operate a host of programs all guided by a commitment to social justice.”

as Brooklyn a continues to serve the same populations that benefit from 
mariadele’s work, we are honored to have her here with us tonight to recognize 
the importance of these achievements and the spirit of social justice which she 
has carried throughout her adult life. when someone gives of her time, skills, and 
resources in the manner in which she has, the entire community benefits. mari-
adele has proved to be a vital asset to Brooklyn as both a community advocate and 
a coalition builder. we look forward to continued partnerships with many of the 
cdcs which mariadele supports, with the common goal of providing economic 
and social justice for the underserved.

Denis Berger 
Award
Denis Berger served as Brooklyn A’s 

Director of Development and later 

as Development Consultant for 15 

years. He was instrumental in creating 

Brooklyn A’s Advisory Committee and 

initiated and launched the Annual 

Partnership Awards Benefit in 1987. 

Denis was incredibly devoted to 

the struggles for justice throughout 

the world and in our own local 

neighborhoods.

This year we honor Mariadele 

Priest with the Denis Berger Award 

in recognition of her deep and 

longstanding commitment, both 

personally and professionally, to 

community development and for her 

many years of service as a Brooklyn 

community advocate and coalition 

builder.
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council	member	
diana	reyna
sargent	shriver	award

Honoree

 council member diana reyna, a long-time advocate for affordable housing in 
north Brooklyn, has served in the new York city council for ten years.  representing 
the 34th district, which includes williamsburg and Bushwick, Brooklyn and 
ridgewood, Queens, she has seen the challenges faced by residents in the area who 
are at risk of displacement due to rapidly changing demographics.  in turn, council 
member reyna has become an outspoken proponent of local affordable housing 
projects for those minority, working-class, and indigent populations that can so often 
otherwise be overlooked.  

council member reyna has been a dear and long-time friend of Brooklyn a for 
over eighteen years.  she first met martin needelman, Brooklyn a’s Project director, 
at age twenty.  at the time he struck her as a “passionate and intelligent man with a 
sense of humor that can confuse those not familiar with his antics”...a description that 
still fits him to this day. “marty is a living document; he taught me history, housing 
law, community activism... marty is the latino judio, beloved by many and respected 
by all. He is the tool that has empowered our community to rebuild, to preserve and 
to fight back.” 

she has consistently made the needs of her constituents her number one 
priority, even beginning her time in public service with holding periodic “mini-town 
hall meetings” in order to provide a forum for residents to speak directly to their 
legislators.  These meetings became a staple for her grassroots approach to serving the 

needs of constituents.  she has 
often been an active participant 
in coalition meetings, rallies, 
protests, and meetings with 
community stakeholders; her 
presence at these types of 
gatherings is a testament to her 
philosophy that community 
empowerment must begin at the 
ground level. 

“i have been blessed to 
be able to represent such 

creative and strong communities as williamsburg, Bushwick and ridgewood,” the council member 
comments. “during my tenure in the city council, i have been able to work, alongside the many 
community groups, on several important issues for the 34th district.  These issues include building 
and preserving affordable housing, anti-harassment in schools, small business and job development, 
senior and daycare center protection, truck reduction and waste equity, challenging the city to create 
quality education, increasing the amount of green space available to the public, and investing millions 

“I have been blessed to be able to represent 
such creative and strong communities as 
Williamsburg, Bushwick and Ridgewood,” the 
Council Member comments. “During my tenure 
in the City Council, I have been able to work, 
alongside the many community groups, on 
several important issues for the 34th District.” 
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Sargent Shriver 
Award
Sargent Shriver was a founder of the 

National Legal Services program and a 

dear friend of Brooklyn A. His passion 

and profound commitment to the 

founding mission, not only to bring 

justice to low-income neighborhoods, 

but also to join with them as their 

advocate in rebuilding and sustaining 

themselves, continues to inspire. 

Sarge’s vision for the legal services 

program focused on providing much 

needed legal representation to low-

income and marginalized individuals 

and families, and also supporting 

community based organizations 

that provide services to their 

neighborhoods. 

This year we honor Council Member 

Diana Reyna with the Sargent 

Shriver Award in recognition of her 

outstanding commitment to the 

communities of North Brooklyn 

through government service and 

advocacy, particularly in the realm of 

preserving affordable housing. Most 

notably in recognition of her personal 

and professional commitment to 

serving the indigent, minority, and 

working class populations who are so 

often otherwise overlooked.

to improve the quality of life for a better live, work and play community.” 
council member reyna understands that a community that permits injustice for any group of 

peoples is indeed a tragedy for the entire population.  speaking at a July 2012 rally to call attention 
to the unethical and often illegal maneuvers of landlords attempting to evict tenants, she spoke to 
the crowd and to passers-by to unite them on the grounds of community and justice.  “[if you are 
someone] that believes in justice, [if you are someone] that believes in progress, [if you are someone] 
that believes that hardworking low-income tenants deserve a decent and affordable place to live, we 

invite you to join this coalition.” 
Her support for Brooklyn a and 

commitment to her community has 
been of critical importance in the issues 
surrounding the Broadway triangle, 
an area of urban renewal bordering 
williamsburg and Bedford-stuyvesant.  
forty community organizations in the area 
created the Broadway triangle community 
coalition (Btcc) to protest a re-zoning 
of the area which would have intentionally 

excluded these groups from both the planning process and the resulting affordable housing 
community preference.  The proposed re-zoning would also have other major racial and religious 
discriminatory impacts.  

with the help of Brooklyn a, the Btcc challenged this re-zoning of the Broadway triangle 

“…[If ] it had not been for Brooklyn 
A protecting and building affordable 
housing in North Brooklyn during 
the 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s [and today,] 
we would have been wiped out as a 
community long ago.”



brooklyn	legal	services	corporation	a		

12

through litigation that remains pending in new York supreme court.  Brooklyn a and the 
Btcc are working to ensure that the city complies with appropriate mandates that allow for 
comprehensive and meaningful community input in the process as well as prohibitions against 
discrimination on the basis of race and religion.  council member reyna has been a long-time 
supporter of the Btcc and its efforts to mobilize and involve a wide cross-section of community 
members in developing a better vision for the re-zoning.  concerning the issue, she commented: “The 
greatest failure of the Broadway triangle was the exclusivity provided to developers.  we can no 
longer ignore the needs of the community.  twelve sites of public-owned land have been delayed – 
sites that would have provided 1,600 to 1,700 units of affordable housing.  The delays are unjust and 
developers need to be held accountable.”   

council member reyna has striven to, “protect and expand access to basic human rights: 
affordable housing, education, youth and senior services, jobs and safe communities.”  Her projects 
have included the weatherization of lindsay Park, gathering funds for security systems in Bushwick 
Hylan, Hope gardens, and cooper Park, and securing “$10 million for housing preservation, legal 
services and anti-harassment programs for both tenants and co-op owners.”  Through these kinds of 
projects, council member reyna has aligned herself closely with the mission of Brooklyn a, and has 
proved to be a powerful ally in efforts to provide equal access to justice for all.  

“in the accomplishments and campaigns listed above, [Brooklyn a] has been instrumental in 
providing the legal expertise and support needed. indeed, Brooklyn legal services corp a has been 
an essential community partner in virtually everything i have done as council member…[if ] it 
had not been for Brooklyn a protecting and building affordable housing in north Brooklyn during 
the 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s [and today,] we would have been wiped out as a community long ago.  we 

diana	reyna	continued
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diana	reyna	continued

continue to be present in the 34th district because of Brooklyn a’s efforts over the last four 
decades,”  she comments.

Her career in public service combined with her history of growing up in the neighborhood 
of south williamsburg with dominican immigrant parents, maria enedina Polonia and 
Bienvenido antonio reina, has put her in a unique position of advocacy on behalf of these 
residents.  council member reyna is a trailblazer in many ways.  not only was she the first 
member of her family to attend college, but also she was the first woman of dominican descent 
to be elected to public office in new York state.  “i had always known that i wanted to give 
back to my own community,” the council member says. “i soon decided to serve my community 
through local government.” in may of 1995, she was hired as an intern at the office of her state 
assembly representative. “it was through this experience that i realized i could truly make 
a difference as a public official.  i continued my employment and career in politics as i was 
promoted to chief of staff and remained until i was elected at age 27 in november 2001.” 

council member reyna attended our saviour school at transfiguration Parish for 
middle school. upon graduation, she attended the all-girls st. Joseph High school. after her 
high school graduation, the council member, “[spent] a year convincing [her] parents of the 
american option of going away too school,”  and enrolled at Pace university in Pleasantville, 
nY. she graduated with a liberal arts degree in the sciences with a minor in human service. 

council member reyna currently lives in Bushwick, Brooklyn, with her husband, Petronio 
Hernandez, Jr., a sergeant in the new York city Police department, and her two sons, ages five 
and seven. 
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guest 
sPeaker samuel	w.	seymour

sam seymour is a partner of sullivan & cromwell and head of the firm’s criminal 
defense and investigations group. He concentrates in white-collar criminal defense, 
regulatory enforcement matters and internal investigations.

mr. seymour has represented clients in many high-profile investigations involving 
allegations of accounting fraud, securities fraud, foreign bribery, price fixing, economic 
sanctions violations, money laundering and obstruction of justice. He represents 
individuals and institutions in a broad range of financial and industrial business sectors 
worldwide.

mr. seymour’s practice also encompasses commercial litigation and arbitration 
matters, including derivative cases, shareholder actions and complex contract disputes.

widely recognized for his professional achievements, mr. seymour has held 
leadership positions in numerous organizations serving the legal and educational 
communities. mr. seymour formerly served as President of the new York city Bar 
association from 2010-2012.

as President of the nYc Bar, seymour advocated on behalf of the issues at the heart 
of the Brooklyn a mission: providing justice to all citizens, regardless of race or income, 
and ensuring that high-quality legal services are available to all. when taking office 
in may 2010, seymour said in his annual address that his agenda included programs 
to strengthen the core values of the city Bar, including the fact that, “above all, as an 
organization we stand for ensuring equal access to justice…”1

many of his efforts as President, as a result, were directed to funding for legal services 
programs. in an interview with the metropolitan corporate council, he commented: 

“searching for legal services funding may not be politically expedient, but it is the right thing to do.”2 
in a testimony on behalf of the nYc Bar association for the chief Judge lippman’s Hearing on civil 
legal services, seymour described the need for increased funding for legal services, especially for 
immigrant populations. “approximately 3,000,000 new York city residents are foreign born. most 
of these immigrants are involved in the city’s economy, but often in jobs that do not meet even basic 
income needs… These individuals have the same legal needs as the rest of the population in areas such 
as housing, family law, consumer problems, education and government assistance. and like other low-
income new Yorkers, there are simply not enough lawyers to provide those services.”3 

Brooklyn a is proud to welcome this distinguished lawyer and advocate on behalf of legal services to 
the 2012 awards Benefit as a very special guest speaker.

1  http://www.nycbar.org/pdf/seymour_address_051810.pdf
2  http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/articles/12630/samuel-seymour-new-president-new-york-city-bar-association
3  http://www.nycbar.org/pdf/report/uploads/20072003-oraltestimonyatthechiefJudgesHearingoncivillegalservices.pdf
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mistress of
ceremonies jeanine	ramirez

one of the distinguishing factors of Jeanine ramirez’s success, like that of Brooklyn 
a, is that her identity is inextricable from her community. at nY1, ramirez serves as 
the reporter primarily responsible for covering Brooklyn’s 2.5 million people as well as 
its schools, politics, religions, and neighborhoods. Because of her presence within these 
neighborhoods and her exhaustive coverage of the community, including her role as lead 
reporter on many latino issues, Brooklyn a is proud to have ramirez serve as mc for 
this years event. 

ramirez may also be seen on the anchor desk or out in the field reporting breaking 
news concerning Brooklyn communities. on many occasions, this reporting includes 
coverage of community-based organizations that are fighting against the displacement of 
lower-income households. Her coverage has made the work of Brooklyn a and its part-
ners more visible to the public and is a testament both to ramirez’s journalistic integrity 
and her commitment to serving the community in which she was raised. 

as a native of Brooklyn, ramirez has fond memories of maturing within the com-
munity. “growing up in sunset Park was great. my mom and dad were born in Puerto 
rico, but they met in sunset Park, they got married in sunset Park, and my mom became 
a teacher and then a principal in sunset Park. we have very, very deep roots in the com-
munity and everywhere we went everybody knew my mom, everybody knew my dad, and 
it was really that homey feeling everywhere. it’s a special place. i have my latin roots there 
– we were able to get good, cheap food and my parents live in a beautiful brownstone. it 
was a nice neighborhood that was culturally rich.”

she majored in communications both at Brooklyn technical High school and ford-
ham university. 

ramirez has been commended for her community involvement many times over. in 2002, ramirez 
had the honor of marching as one of the grand marshalls in the national Puerto rican day Parade up 
fifth avenue. she’s received numerous recognitions for her work including awards from the new York 
Press club, el diario/la Prensa, state senator martin golden, Brooklyn Borough President marty 
markowitz, The latino caucus of the council of supervisors and legislators (csa), Brooklyn college, 
latino coalition for fair media, Prospect Park alliance Boricua festival, the sunset Park lions club, 
Professional People of color, former city comptroller william Thompson and former Brooklyn Bor-
ough President Howard golden. she is also a proud member of the national association of Hispanic 
Journalists.

in addition to covering stories in Brooklyn and around the city, ramirez has traveled to Havana, 
cuba, for a special series on new York area businessmen finding a new market in the communist carib-
bean island; to vieques, Puerto rico, to cover the 2001 protests and arrests of new York legislators at 
the u.s. navy’s bombing range; and to santo domingo and other cities in the dominican republic to 
report on the devastation caused by Hurricane george in 1998. 

since joining nY1 news in october 1996, her work has helped to address those issues around 
which Brooklyn a has forged its mission: to build, improve, and sustain low-income neighborhoods 
throughout the Brooklyn community. as an exceptional journalist and a noteworthy voice in the com-
munity, we are honored to have her here with us tonight.
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Every year, as we gear up toward 
our annual Benefit, Brooklyn A 
hosts a Honoree Breakfast to 
provide an opportunity for our 
board, advisory committee, 
friends and supporters to 
meet our honorees. This year, 
the breakfast was held at our 
Williamsburg office, the 
Shriver Tyler MacCrate 
Center for Justice, 
in reflection of our 
deep commitment to 
a community-based 
practice. The breakfast 
took place on Tuesday, 
October 23rd and proved to be 
a terrific gathering of honorees 
and community members. We 
thank all those who were able 
to attend, and look forward 
to future years of this most 
favored of traditions!

2012	honoree	breakfast
october	23rd



2012	honoree	breakfast
october	23rd
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about	brooklyn	a
founded in 1968, Brooklyn legal service corporation a (Brooklyn a) has provided high-quality, neigh-
borhood based civil legal services to low-income individuals, families, community groups, and nonprofit 
organizations throughout north and east Brooklyn for over forty years.

The nearly 6,000 people who walk through our doors annually are faced with losing their homes, a 
poor quality of life, negligent landlords, and discrimination. They may be survivors of domestic abuse or 
persons living with Hiv/aids, often they are people living in extreme poverty, and sometimes they are 
members of the community who have fallen victim to predatory lending and/or are deeply in debt and 
face foreclosure like so many people living in the this country today. we seek to protect the basic rights of 
our clients, while providing them with the opportunities and resources to empower themselves and their 
greater community at large. 

what	we	offer
we offer representation and advocacy:

• to tenants and tenant associations to prevent their displacement and to ensure decent living conditions;

• to obtain or restore critical benefits such as “welfare,” ssi and Unemployment insurance to those 
improperly denied them;

• to counter predatory lending practices; and

• to support community and economic development efforts undertaken by nonprofit, neighborhood-based 
organizations.

our work prevents homelessness, helps people in need receive entitlements, and assures that families 
remain together. we assist the neighborhoods that we serve to marshal and control the assets of their 
communities and to create institutions and infrastructure that help them to grow and thrive.

Brooklyn A

building communities,

ensuring opportunities,

and achieving justice

for over four decades, Brooklyn a has made community and economic development a major pro-
gram priority. Brooklyn a is one of the only non-profit, neighborhood-based, public interest legal servic-
es programs in the country have developed and sustain a substantial transactional practice representing 
community-based organizations and community development corporations in low-income communities.

This work contributes to the creation of new and rehabilitated housing, the empowerment of ten-
ants, the delivery of quality medical care and child care services, the development of community centers, 
and the creation of minority- and community-owned businesses and jobs.

our experience over the years has taught us that solely providing people with legal services for the 
obstacles they face is akin to treating only the symptoms of a greater illness. Thus, we strive everyday to 
meet as many of the needs of our clients as we can through an integrated web of organizations in our 
area of Brooklyn. organizations like Brownsville multi-service family Health center work with us to 
provide health care for our clients through a unique approach to integrated patient care. This approach 
includes treating patients through a committee system of specialists and general practitioners, as well as 
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social workers and support groups. we work with los sures and cypress Hills local development cor-
poration, who, amongst a roster of other amazing services, helps to manage tenant owned and run co-ops 
throughout Brooklyn. This collaboration and work empowers individuals and communities to manage 
their own resources. we also collaborate with The north Brooklyn coalition against family violence, a 
grass-roots domestic violence organization, which provides services and a locally based support network 
for survivors of domestic abuse.  in every area of law we practice, our partnerships with these and many 
other community based organizations and service providers is a critical aspect to our success.

it is thanks to the tireless efforts of our staff, attorneys, paralegals, interns, volunteers and outstand-
ing members of the community that we are able to provide the services that we do. However, none of it 
would be possible without the generous support we receive from institutions and individuals who recog-
nize the power and importance of community legal services. our organization has been a beacon of hope 
for so many people over the past 44 years, not the least of which are those of us who live and work in 
these amazing and resilient communities: williamsburg, greenpoint, Bushwick, oceanhill-Brownsville, 
east new York, Bedford - stuyvesant, cypress Hills, starrett city, city line, east flatbush, flatlands, 
and canarsie. we thank you for your ongoing support in making the successes of our mission a reality.
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Board  &
advisorY 

committee

board	of	directors	

James H.r. windels, Chair
robert e. crotty, vice-Chair
Thomas mcc. souther, treasurer
anne Pilsbury, secretary
robert Begleiter
Harold green
Jyotin Hamid
valerie a. Hing
shekar krishnan
Harvey lawrence
Joseph lipofsky
david lopez
frances lucerna
saul B. shapiro
robert sheehan

emeritus
arthur v. Bates, sr., 1916-2010
rev. Peter a. mahoney

advisory	committee

Honorary Co-Chairs
John feerick
Barry H. garfinkel
Henry l. king
robert maccrate
Haywood Burns, 1940-1996
Paul J. curran, 1933-2008
charles e. inniss, 1935-1997
sargent shriver, 1915-2011
Hon. Harold r. tyler, Jr., 1921-2005
william a. volckhausen, 1937-2001

members
Peter a. cross, chair
Henry P. Baer
carlos cabrales
evan a. davis
Brendan J. dugan
randy estrada
steven flax
caroline e. forte
Joseph e. geoghan
stephen l. gordon
michael gugig
gary s. Hattem
Judith livingston
kenneth J. mahon
sam marks
william mastro
Thomas moore
ed odom
Jason otaño
vincent f. Pitta
Bettina Plevan
mariadele Priest
leslie B. samuels
terri Thomson
grace lyu volckhausen
stephan P. Younger
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staff martin s. needelman, esq. 
Project Director and Chief 
Counsel 

Paul J. acinapura, esq. 
General Counsel 

alma Brown 
senior Paralegal 

david Bryan, esq. 
Director, foreclosure 
Prevention Unit 

milta calderon 
intake officer 

Zamara edwards 
intake officer 

sarah escobar 
executive secretary 

tiffany femiano, esq. 
Group Housing Legal services 
Coordinator, americorps 
vista

romy ganschow, esq. 
staff attorney, Liman fellow

shoshannah goodman, esq. 
Group Housing Legal services 
Coordinator, americorps 
vista

daniel Hafetz, esq. 
staff attorney, skadden fellow 

terry Herman, esq. 
senior staff attorney 

Joshua d. Hoffman, esq. 
Director, finance & 
administration 

alyssa isidoridy 
Development Coordinator, 
americorps vista

Julia kohen, esq. 
simpson extern

lulu liu, esq. 
simpson extern

Janna levin, esq. 
tenant Legal services and 
Group Housing Legal services 
Coordinator, americorps 
vista

lee mcrae, esq. 
Director, Housing Unit 

rose morgan, esq. 
senior staff attorney 

Patricia murray, esq. 
senior staff attorney 

Joe Pacheco 
senior Paralegal 

maria Posner 
office manager 

gloria ramón 
Director, Development and 
Communication 

ryan w. ridings, esq.

Legal services Community 
outreach Coordinator 
americorps vista

Jessica rose, esq. 
Director, Community & 
economic Development Unit 

myrna sanabria 
senior Paralegal 

ester schwartz 
intake officer 

david shapiro, esq. 
simpson extern 

shimon sieskel 
assistant to martin 
Needelman

victor torres 
Director, Government  
benefits Unit 

volunteers and student interns
christina Bernardo
daniel Berkovitz
rahakmah Bryan
sam chlera
adrian diaz
nicole french
isis Hollis
lynn Horowitz
laura killean
george sole
kelsey ripper
alexander Zozos

benefit staff

gloria ramón 
Director, Development and 
Communication

alyssa isidoridy 
Development Coordinator 
americorps vista

ingrid Bromberg kennedy 
in-Grid Design

ross minichiello 
riverside Digital Productions 
film Productions

todd Plitt 
Photography
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New York State Senator 
VELMANETTE  

MONTGOMERY 
18th Senate District 

District Office: 30 Third Avenue, Room 207, Brooklyn, New York 11217 * (718) 643-6140 Fax: (718) 237-4137 
Albany Office: Room 944, LOB, Albany, NY 12247 * (518) 455-3451  Fax: (518) 426-6854 

Website:  www.nysenate.gov/senator/velmanette-montgomery   
Email: montgome@nysenate.gov 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NYStateSenatorVelmanetteMontgomery 

 
November 29, 2012 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
It is my pleasure to greet you on the occasion of  the Annual Partnership Awards Benefit hosted 
by Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A (Brooklyn A). I would like to congratulate Martin S. 
Needelman, Project Director and Chief Counsel, General Counsel Paul J. Acinapura, the Board 
of Directors, staff and community partners for their vital work and generosity in supporting this 
important organization. Since its founding in 1968, Brooklyn A has been at the forefront of   
legal services for thousands of low income citizens who face discrimination and displacement.  
 
I am proud to support the great work of this wonderful institution whose mission involves    
providing quality legal services and access to the criminal justice system and civil representa-
tion to the neediest members of our society.      
      
I would also like to pay tribute to tonight’s distinguished honorees; William Cavanaugh,  
Mariadele Priest and my colleague in government, City Councilmember Diana Reyna for their 
outstanding contributions to our great City and State. 
 
Congratulations again and best wishes for a wonderful evening.  
 
Sincerely, 

  
 
 
 

Senator Velmanette Montgomery 
18th Senate District 





 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 16, 2012 
 
 
Dearest Friends and Colleagues, 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome and congratulate you all to the Annual Partnership Awards 
Benefit hosted by Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A (Brooklyn A). 
  
Brooklyn A, established in 1968 is a pillar in the field of legal services. Your vision and 
efforts have been instrumental in providing over 6,000 low-income community members 
who face discrimination, displacement, free and accessible civil and legal services to the 
community in neighborhoods of Northern and East Brooklyn.   
 
Brooklyn A partnerships and collaboration with vital community organizations benefits 
not only Brooklyn A but also a vast network of community-based institutions that work 
in a wide array of fields, including healthcare, childcare, educational opportunities, and 
support services. The reach of your contributions, therefore, extend further than you may 
suspect.  
 
Additionally, I commend this year’s honorees: William Cavanaugh, with the first annual 
Judge Harold Tyler Award, Mariadele Priest, with the Denis Berger Award, and 
Councilmember Diana Reyna, with the Sargent Shriver Award. 
 
My best wishes for a wonderful evening and the ongoing advocacy for social and 
economic justice. Many thanks for your work and dedication. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Letitia James  
Member of the NYC Council 
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Thank you to 

Mariadele Priest and Capital one 

for their support 

and sponsorship.
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Davis Polk is proud to support 
Brooklyn A in its vital efforts to 
improve the quality of life in the 
neighborhoods it serves.



Kelley Drye & Warren llp

proudly supports the

BrooKlyn legal ServiceS
corporation a

and its Honorees

William cavanaugh
mariaDele prieSt

councilmemBer Diana reyna

for their dedication and support 
in providing high quality legal  

assistance to low-income individuals  
and groups in Brooklyn



Deutsche Bank
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A brighter future.
Deutsche Bank is a proud sponsor of 
Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A.

Deutsche Bank’s commitment to global
corporate citizenship recognizes a
responsibility to improve and enrich the
communities throughout the world in which
we conduct business.

Our commitment to a better tomorrow starts
today.

Congratulations to Brooklyn Legal Services 
 

& this year’s honorees 
 
 

From your friends and colleagues at 

 
Ramon Peguero, Executive Director 
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We salute Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A 
and congratulate its 2012 honorees.
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Congratulates Councilmember Diana Reyna 

And 

Honorees   

For your many years of tireless leadership, dedication and representation on 
behalf of North Brooklyn and New York City residents. 

2 Kingsland Avenue ▪ Brooklyn, NY 11211 
www.stnicksalliance.org



C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

MARIADELE PRIEST

For your commitment to the betterment of the lives
of residents of Cypress Hills and East New York
For all the personal time, energy and expertise

you’ve given to us
and

For your friendship

Sincerely
The Board of Directors & Staff

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PARTNER
BROOKLYN LEGAL SERVICES CORP A

AND HONOREES
WILLIAM CAVANAUGH ▪ MARIADELE PRIEST

AND OUR OWN
NYC COUNCIL MEMBER DIANA RENYA

MRNY is proud to work alongside you in the fight for
respect and dignity for our communities

WWW.MAKETHEROADNY.ORG
BROOKLYN ▪ QUEENS ▪ STATEN ISLAND ▪ LONG ISLAND

  
Richard Izquierdo, MD      Paloma Izquierdo-Hernandez 
Founder                           President & CEO  

Congratulations to  
Brooklyn Legal Services 

   El Nuevo San Juan                   Bella Vista Health Center        
   1065 Southern Boulevard         890 Hunts Point Avenue 
   Bronx New York  10459         Bronx, New York 10474 

Plaza Del Castillo Health Center 
1515 Southern Boulevard 
Bronx, New York 10460       

Plaza Del Sol Family Health Center 
37-16 108th Street 
Corona, NY 11368 

UHP INFOLINE: (718) 589-4755 

www.urbanhealthplan.org 

Congratulations to 
BKA Corp A for its 
unwavering commitment 
to community based 
lawyering, community 
economic development 
and justice for all.
 

-- The family of Jessie Rose 
supports you.



When our community 
succeeds, we all succeed.  

At M&T Bank, we know how important it is to support those organizations 

that make our communities better places to live and work. That’s why we offer 

both our time and resources and encourage others to do the same.
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Congratulations
to

All of the deserving honorees
and to

Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A
for

over four decades of commitment to the community

Vytautas Burbilis Charitable Trust
Cye E. Ross, Trustee

30 Vesey Street, Suite 1800
New York, N.Y 10007

(212) 732-0844



The	  North	  Brooklyn	  Coalition	  Against	  Family	  

Violence	  would	  like	  to	  congratulate	  all	  the	  awardees	  

and	  Brooklyn	  Legal	  Services	  Corporation	  A	  on	  their	  

outstanding	  achievements.	  

Congratulations
from the Shapiro family

  to
Bill Cavanaugh

as the first recipient of the Harold Tyler Award
and to

Mariadele Priest and Diana Reyna

-Saul, Kerith, Amelia, and Toby-

 
 

 Congratulates 
 

Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A 
and its Honorees 

           
… Offering a full  range of quality disease prevention, diagnostic  

and treatment services blended with loads of compassion 
for over thirty years.  

 
         1413 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, NY 11216 

                            (Across from Foodtown) 
  (718) 636-4500 

 
 Jean Caston Black                                                              Patricia Fernandez 

                                                Chairperson                                                               Chief Executive Officer 
 



Congratulations
to Mariadele Priest

& 
Brooklyn Legal Services

Flushing Bank is a proud Supporter of the 

Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation

800.581.2889 
www.FlushingBank.com 

Michael E. Benzi, Esq.
federated title services, llc

501 seventh avenue, 7th floor
new York, n.Y. 10018
Phone: 212-796-4250 
fax: 212-428-6730

www.federatedts.com
e-mail: mbenzi@federatedts.com

  Congratulations to our husband/father/grandfather, Bill 
Cavanaugh, on becoming the first recipient of the Harold Tyler 

Award! 

Love, 

Your Family 

Mary Ellen, William III, Elizabeth, Christopher, Meghan, Jesse, 
Kerry, Thomas, Mara & Nolan 

BROOkLyN A STAFF 

Thank you for your  

hard work and commitment.

We couldn’t do it 

without you!



THE PRINTING OF THIS JOURNAL 

was made possible by a generous 

contribution from the Law Firm of 

Davis Polk & Wardwell, LLP.

Thank you!

Brooklyn Legal Services 

Corporation A



Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Skadden
joins

Brooklyn A

in honoring

William Cavanaugh

Mariadele Priest

and

Council Member Diana Reyna
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